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Permissibility of online Jumu’ah Prayer & Taraweeh Prayers
amidst Covid-19 Pandemic for Muslims in Ireland

All praises to Almighty Allah and Peace and Blessings be upon our Beloved Prophet
Muhammad (SAW)

Among the profound changes brought about by the current pandemic is the closure of all
Mosques in Ireland and the suspension of Friday prayers since 12t March 2020 as part of the
government mandated lockdown. While this closure and suspension was initially intended to
last for three weeks, the Irish government has recently announced an extension of the lockdown
until 5tn May 2020. With the Holy Month of Ramadan approaching in a few days’ time, we
must all realise that this year, Ramadan will be a very different.

In light of the on-going restrictions of movement and closures of places of worship and the
impact it has on our fundamental religious practices, I am issuing, with the Taufeeq of
Almighty Allah, this summarized Fatwa on the Permissibility of online Jumu’ah Prayer &
Taraweeh Prayer amidst Covid-19 Pandemic for Muslims in Ireland.

The Fatwa of permissibility is only valid with certain conditions and is a concession due to the
current crisis and shall be immediately invalid once Mosques re-open for worshippers.

| was asked about the permissibility of an Imam leading prayers online via the internet during
an online Halagah discussion on 15t Sha’ban. Being a strict traditionalist, | responded that this
is not permissible because it could lead to people praying from homes even after the current
pandemic ends. However, as the lockdown has been extended and it is confirmed that we will
not be able to pray in Mosques during the Holy month of Ramadan this year, | am concerned
about the absence of spiritual re-invigoration for Muslims in Ireland.

| have studied and reflected deeply into the permissibility of online Friday prayers and
Taraweeh Prayers. After my research, | have come to the conclusion that it is permissible to
conduct online Friday prayers and Taraweeh prayers for Muslims in Ireland. There are some
leading Muslim scholars who also agree with this position. Shaykh Muhammad Al-Hassan Al
Dadaw issued a Fatwa on the Permissibility of Online Friday prayers amidst current Pandemic
on the 24w of March 2020 and similarly the Moroccan Muhaddith, Shaykh Ahmad Bin
Muhammad bin Siddig Al-Ghumari also issued a Fatwa on the Permissibility of Friday prayers
at home through the voice of Imam through the speakers of the Mosque. Leading Kuwaiti
American Muslim scholar and jurist Dr. Khaled Abou el-Fadl is also of the opinion that online
Jumu’ah prayers are permissible.

The purpose of this Fatwa is neither to gain fame, to challenge other jurists nor to gain credit
for this effort, but it is to safeguard the Imaan of many Muslims in Ireland and provide the
necessary spiritual reinvigoration amidst the current pandemic.
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Obligation & the Purpose of establishing Friday prayers
Almighty Allah states in the Holy Qur'an:

O you who have believed, when [the adhan] is called for the prayer on the day of Jumu'ah
[Friday], then proceed to the remembrance of Allah and leave trade. That is better for you, if
you only knew. [Al-Qur'an 62:9]

Establishing the Friday prayer (Salat al Jum’uah) is obligatory (wajib) in accordance with the
Holy Qur’an and Sunnah. The purpose of establishing the Friday prayer (Salat al Jum’uah) as
stated in the above-mentioned verse of the Holy Qur'an is the remembrance of Allah (Dhikr
Ullah) in a congregational setting. According to most commentators of the Holy Qur'an, this
remembrance of Allah refers to the Khutbah, two Rakah and the supplication.

For many Muslims, the Friday Prayer is the one opportunity in the week to learn aspects of
the Deen, remember Allah and attain spiritual reinvigoration. Unfortunately, in the current
lockdown situation it is not possible to have this important congregational prayer in the
Mosque.

The Messenger of Allah considered this prayer so important for spiritual reinvigoration that
he said “He who leaves the Friday prayer continuously for three Fridays, Allah will print a
seal on his heart.” [Sunan Abu Dawood]

The Prophet (SAW) also warned of the consequence of abandoning the Friday prayers; “If
people don 't stop abandoning the Friday prayers, Allah may seal their hearts and they may
become heedless.” [Sahih as per conditions of Muslim]

The above two Hadith stress the importance of Friday prayer as a means of strengthening the
spiritual connection with Allah the Almighty .

Not establishing the Friday prayer means spending the day, as any other day in which the
prayer of Dhuhr is performed at home. However, if Friday prayer can be performed through
online means, then at least there will be an atmosphere created at home in which the blessings
of Friday prayer can be attained.

Establishing Friday prayer, even through an online format, will encourage people to practice
the Sunnah of taking ghusl (shower), wearing clean clothes and applying fragrance.
Additionally, reciting Surah Al-Kahf, sending Salawat upon the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) and spending the remaining part of the day after the Friday prayer in the state of
purification and Ibaadah could also be encouraged effectively through establishing the Friday
prayer online .
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Conditions of Friday Prayers
The Qur’an and Sunnah do not list specific conditions of the Friday prayer, but Muslim
jurists have established certain requirements based upon their understanding of the Qur’an
and Sunnah. This includes, the presence of a Muslim ruler, establishing the Friday prayer in a
central Mosque and the condition that the Friday prayer should be open to all Muslims.

For many years throughout Ireland, the Friday prayer has taken place in Mosques, Islamic
Centres, Community Centres and Prayer rooms in hospitals and universities. If we had
strictly followed the conditions laid down by early Muslim jurists, we would not have been
able to do this, because most conditions for the validity of the Friday prayer are not fulfilled
in these places.

Despite the absence of these conditions the Friday prayer has been established in various
different places in Ireland.

Unprecedented Situation requires an unprecedented solution

In the history of Islam, on a few occasions due to political strife and health crises, Mosques
were closed and Friday prayers were suspended. But the current pandemic and the challenges
it has brought to the Muslim community is unprecedented.

Traditional books of jurisprudence therefore cannot provide the solution to this extraordinary
challenge that we are facing in this day and age.

The Maliki jurist Imam Shihab al-Din al-Qarafi highlighted the importance of issuing rulings
according to circumstances and not to be bound strictly to the rules written by previous jurists.
He wrote in Al-Furuq : “Don’t be frozen (rigid) in the rules written in books of the jurists for
the rest of your life. If a person travels to you from another region, then do not issue a ruling
to him as per your own circumstances, instead ask him about the circumstances in his region
and issue a ruling in accordance to the circumstances of the region the person resides.”

The Shafi jurist Imam Al-Juwayni wrote about providing solution to emerging issues; “I am
not afraid of issuing a ruling which has not been written by jurists before me or practiced by
scholars before me. This is because it is not necessary that all problems and their solutions
were found before us. There will always be circumstances that will be unprecedented and
therefore there will be new rulings. I am not starting a new innovation, but I am merely trying
to establish the matters of faith”.

In the Maliki school of thought, people are allowed to join congregational prayers from their
homes, while the Imam leads from the Mosque—if a river or a road separates the Mosque from
the home. Had these Maliki jurists been alive today, surely, they would also have considered
online Salat al Jum’uah to be permissible.

In the beginning of the previous century, many Muslim scholars were against the permissibility
of praying behind the Imam when using a Public Address (PA) speaker system. They argued
that this was an innovation and the voice from the speakers was not the actual voice of the
Imam, it was merely an imitation, and therefore the prayer was invalid. Those that adopted the
use of PA systems were accused of being innovators and going against tradition. Today, a
century later, not only have all Mosques and Islamic Centres adopted the use of PA systems,
in fact the world’s largest PA systems are setup in Islam’s two most holiest Mosques, Masjid
ul Haraam and Masjid un Nabawi.
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When looking into the history of Islam, we come to the conclusion that technology has been
embraced for the betterment of the Ummah.

While the Sahabah used the Sun to determine the time of prayer, we today print prayer
timetables from the internet or use different apps on our smartphones that inform us about the
prayer times. While the Sahabah used to determine the beginning of an Islamic month by the
physical sighting of the moon, today many Muslim countries and organisations, including the
European Council for Fatwa and Research, determine the beginning of an Islamic month by
scientific calculations.

Islam, the religion of ease

Islam does not endorse rigidity in the matters of faith. We have been reminded to make the
matters of Deen easy. Prophet Muhammad instructed us to do as much as we can; “What |
have ordered you [to do], do as much of it as you can.” [Bukhari & Muslim]

We have been commanded to perform the Friday prayer and we must do our best to establish
these prayers even in current circumstances to the best of our abilities.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad saw also said: “Make things easy for people, and do not make

it difficult for them, and make them calm (with glad tidings) and do not repulse them”.
[Bukhari]

Conditions for the online Jum’uah prayers & Taraweeh prayers to be valid from Home.
There are some conditions that are required to be fulfilled in order for one to be able to
perform the Friday prayer and Taraweeh prayer from home. These conditions are:

1. That you are able to listen to the Khutbah and correctly see what the Imam is doing
and follow the Imam correctly during the prayer (takbeer, giyaam, rukoo, sujood,
salaam etc.)

2. That the Mosque and Islamic Centre must be opened for the Friday prayer and
Taraweeh prayer with online access video/audio and the Imam, Muaddhin and two
other staff members are present in the Mosque.

3. We advise to those that follow the school of Imam Abu Hanifa to additionally offer 4
Farz of Zuhr as precaution as the Ahnaaf do perform additionally 4 Rakah on
Jum’uah.

4. That you are residing in Ireland. If your local Mosque or Islamic Centre provides
online Jumu’ah prayers and taraweeh prayers, you must join the prayer with your
local Mosque or Islamic Centre.
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This Fatwa is invalid once the Mosques are open

e Itis important to understand that the permissibility of online Friday prayers and
Taraweeh prayers in this Fatwa is only applicable during the current extraordinary
circumstances where Mosques have been closed due to the pandemic. As soon as
Mosques re-open to worshippers and Friday prayers are resumed in Mosques and
Islamic Centres, this Fatwa shall be immediately suspended and hence acting upon
this shall be invalid.

e The online Friday prayers and Taraweeh prayers from home shall not be permissible
from that point onwards because this exception is only for the current necessity and
once this is removed the exception is also removed.

Difference of opinion is Mercy

| understand that there will be, like with many other matters of jurisprudence, difference of
opinion on this matter by others. There is no harm in the difference of opinion on such
matters.

When there is a difference of opinion on such a matter by jurists, there is flexibility and
Muslims may adopt whichever opinion they are comfortable with. When we have the
flexibility of adopting any opinion, then why not adopt the opinion that will benefit us by
establishing Friday prayers and Taraweeh prayers in our homes which will provide us the
intellectual and spiritual atmosphere of the Blessed Day of Friday and the Blessed Month of
Ramadan and guarantee our spiritual reinvigoration.

Many Muslim jurists have recorded the following narration; “The difference of opinion in the
Ummah is a Mercy”. This means that there will be many choices for believers to follow and
as long as there is mutual respect and tolerance for the opinion of the other, there shall be
mercy.

Keeping this in mind, those that are happy with performing Dhuhr on Friday, they may
continue to do so in their homes. But I am providing here a solution to the current need of
establishing the Friday prayer for its religious, social, psychological and spiritual benefits and
thereby write in favour of the permissibility of praying with the Imam online through
internet.

And Allah and the Prophet (SAW) know best.

-

),

Your brother in Islam: Umar Al-Qadri
Dated: 12t March 2020

Permissibility of online Jumu’ah prayer & Taraweeh prayers amidst Covid-19 Pandemic. -5-
By Dr Umar Al-Qadri, Head Imam of Islamic Centre of Ireland. Dated : 12.04.2020



[slamic Centre of Ireland

a1 )
19-2:8 68 daila Jac g g o)l 3Ba g il ) o daaqd) 33a s
\M#\@M
el adde ) L dese Lo e 23l 5 33l 5 d aeal)

2ba (galad 5 2alual) 33E) sl oLyl Lgiaal ) ddpand) ol il G (e
Galaill g (DY) 138 o aliai US 2020 (ele 12 e laid il 8 daaal)

Ao sSall Cinde Llla g o) patie 51 J1 ) Les gl pe 288 calid AD0 et
Sy el iy L sle (e palall ) JASI 33y 5 5 il )

o 4ale L e US Lae Lalai alide 138 Jliaa ) gl () s 5 ¢l )Ll

' Al il

LSy ilasll aldl e La 5 A0A0) 19-28 58 dadla <l ki ¢ gaia 8
U Aaaldl (5 siill o2 -3 sl 5n My Allases dbl y— Sl chpulas)
19-28 S daila Jaws g i Y1 e sl Sl 33 g dneadl B3ba s
Jailyl g Cpaalusall

D&&Y‘L@Myl{—\\\.@_\ﬁLSBM&MLJ)&J&))IMJ‘)AMGJJ&
JAM\G}(:J})&MDM d\}))}ﬂ&jﬂl\b&@}‘@&\ﬁ)}ﬂ\

15 4dls o elld g A4 i) 403l e sl elaiily 33all ) e calis
¢saa Y12 o) Cual dal jeay lalie 5605 A 5Kl A0 e Glaad (e
oAl el aey ia I3l (e (Al o laBly) B3lall ) o 8 45y
Ohae ) el A dalisad) & Lias o Wl e 2S5 (3D Y 5 8 aya
Sl b A Gaalisall a5l el il A 2101 caladl 124 & Ll

i 2 ez s) Al 33a s i i) e daaadl 33a ) s 8 lee caldls il
i sl il 33ba g Axaadl B3a elal ) sag 4l salia sz lisial ) cilia s
o Ol g elalall LS Gians a5 LS il (A Cppaliall A 5iSial) 40100
e draall B3la a0l Crall deae il (5 538 Calia (a8 gl 18
Gaanall Ladlall 5 2020 (e 24 A Wl ) o sl ol sl das g < sy

1



http://www.islamiccentre.ie/
mailto:info@islamiccentre.ie

Islamic Centre of Ireland

lonad Islamach na hEireann
Cald 3Olall daay g LY Al ) s el Gadea G 2ane (3 daa] ol
S S e aleY) Cigea ye ) b dmaall e s J s s L
J\Pdmsl\y\ﬂb j.\SJS\_,eLml\ 353\@5\.::1\&}5 M\@uyal\
A 5Siall 4503 e daeall 32l

S gl AN GIAYY (gan 51 8 el S (55 028 (e ia gl ()
e S el e aliall Lgie Caaghl b ¢l ) 138 Gy Jiadl

sligll Ty 4 ¢y saling (3 (a1 ela) sale) sdsi g hail ol & Cpalusall
AN

L lalag Z\.a.a.d\ 3»4:\.;513) 99
S L 3 s 03

Tl 15555 A0 &3 L)) acd daaddl a5 e sl oasd 1Y) \y\wm@\u
[9 62u\)ﬂ‘] UJAS:_\?.\.\SLJ\(:SSJ.\;?SJJ

53 Al (e i ad) Al y UL I i LS Al g Al 350a dali)
‘m\)qu_‘m\)SJJAH)SJ\u\)ﬂ\wu)«s\wﬁw\@‘i\&g\;wm;}\
el (S s sl Y als ¢y el ST sie Uiga

o o3 Cpaaliall e KT Al ¢ A g I aaill as Allad Zad) ) Alis g Zodadl)
Slo Vshaany g el S35 cpall | sal L | salay () ped i Al B o)) A 4l
N3 Sasg amy ol ) aa ) 3 sl o gl | A )l dapil)

uguewy\oﬂ@ﬂn@;ﬂ\mg%gs ) Lo ) Sy Aol )
sl ] @t e mé;h@s’s#é@ugugj&aﬁa;a» qat
[J}\J

2 iy Axeal s &5 Gl e (e alus adde 4 loa Jsul) jia g
AT €O e (IS A3 cagp ol e & SRl ccilaad) agedg e

info@i ) | . . )


http://www.islamiccentre.ie/
mailto:info@islamiccentre.ie

[slamic Centre of Ireland

Anaall 330 olal aned gl sl e ) Laadled gliaall iy

);]Lgdb e}g\sw\ a5 ;u@uqﬂ\@w\ 5 b 4.8 PR

s Y e dlia s 43 pSial) A3 e dreall 83ay | jelal) 4 5o
sl b alilld Araal) 53a S 5y (Gl AR (e (S G J 3l
Aadaill el elai s Jladie YU daead) s3al Maxiu¥h () saiey 8 gus

o w8 Jsu N e 33lall 5 agSh 3 ) g 3o 8 clly ) AdlaYl il
i 5uSial) 4808l e gl (8 draad) 330 Al () LS calu g agle

8 Aranll 33 22y draal) e el ¢ Gall bl e (Jlad (S0 adiii
Balaall 5 3 )Ll

M‘shhjﬂ

583 eleall (K1 el 5 ol Al A5 She draad) 33bal Boasa Jag 3l aa g3 Y
Al 5 AL agagh o (paiine Al Un y i

53l Aald) Lindind Ll caanll slgiill Leda jil il da gyl 48y Liagil 28 LS )
& Clliae s QLI S) pa s 4Dl S) pall 5 aalisal) (10 S A daeall
elsudygﬂhj_BJQSQ\)M&w\she@q;amgj\jaw}“ \
23 & g Y Aaaal) 89ha Aaal () gediiall olgidl) La S5 ) g il
AN

0583 o Bapd g cpala dnie 6 daeal) 83l aiy alise (el 352 g Ja i 13l
O ol 33 gk Ja g il el JS cdmand) 33as Ll (ppaluall aien de Ui
Jail ol 8 Aabise (Sl 8 Al deaad) 330a J1 5 Y dag il oda g aae

Ggsa s Sa bl 4B gaa & 43U
Gl AL Cllulie 8 daeall 53la cule e 5 bl cugle | DY) ) A
Ga @l ebgll A Cpalisall all pia ol g Jadl e Ll (81 dna 5 4

Lo Jsa i o o SN Lyl ) (pusy () sy () giall olgil) (S5 al | yalas 4l
Aualle 2y 5 ST Wl (S5 o1y ¢ siSinl) A e a4 (o i

info@ ) | . . )


http://www.islamiccentre.ie/
mailto:info@islamiccentre.ie

[slamic Centre of Ireland

agal 55 Al LYY gasll 1agd Sla ani ()] dagail) 4dl) (S apkains Y el
pandl 2a

ASal) Hlaa) dpaal e ¢ guall 81 a0 Cpall e alaY) Sl 438l Ll
Ol elg@il) Lgmazm g ) ae ) gl ajball o) 3V ane 5 okl Ca
sl geall 5l gl Ball o Tagh i€ b i) 5 olaly Cae (50 4 4]
Omalall Caludl g Gaalisall lale aialieg Jea 5 opall & QO 1ol Y i)
(177/1 G5 A)

Cand " 208 ol J)) sl da i 65 e sl plaY) LA 4l s
e ol AY 13 " eladall A U (Jj ¢olgadll 4350 (J (;S; <L) J'Jlai
Laila lia ¢ sSi Lild Lad Lol gla g JSLEA paen (e iall o o) (55l
G Aoy ol ¥ U ajas alSad dllia ) oS Ul 5 A8 e e iy ok
O gl i) Jasé J sl La)

e alal) o Lain agd e (8 delaall 33 olaly Gulill pransd 480 2ic
led oY sa S o ol s aasal) fm Jeadi 5kl 5 L) cuil 13) aasal)
Aadll e dxaal) 33a ) san 1AL (o gl Bladl a8 e SIL) Caadall

Ao} Gl 33l i ea Caalisal) eladall (pe S Calla bl o all Aoy 8
G geall O S Gga Gl deay 138 ol Tshla 5 seall Gl 5Sa aladial die

Al 33lall il AL 4l gal 285 0 jae g4y Aial) AleY) Cgea
AR G 8lA 4 sedise agil el @l S aladiial 153850 cpall Gl ol agil 5
sle add 03l 3S) all 5 aaluall aes adiad ol (Gla 3N (e 8 20 2l

info@ ) | . . )


http://www.islamiccentre.ie/
mailto:info@islamiccentre.ie

[slamic Centre of Ireland
[onad Islamach na hEireann

b 3eh allall b geall il Sae alas LSl ol b e gaall il Saa alaiid
(5 sal) anaall g al el asall 8 Gaalisall (sl e jall (pu]

8Bl g e a4l it AaliA) aDLY) el Aal8) 8 Gaxy kil e
Craddial Laiy Ll Cpaliddl e Gl daliae nall Jlae YU aLdll 43 jla ) o
dpia) Jslan ki asall g 3l € g 2aa) (uadl) agie 2 i) Llsial)
oo Laas Al ASA) L) ga e dabise Cliphat aadios ol cui i) (e 5Dkl
O e Ay pasd e adie A ;) sl Calie ) Ly 5 33l il
Clabaiall 5 Jsall Ga 88 Gl8 ¢ palll 5 ) ok e LDl ) sl

e Ay s Csaall (g gl a5y Y] alaall elld 8 Lar sl dpadlusy)
Agalall Clibially LB ) selll (e

A o sl Jaad agall Ll 331 ol gal 3 205800 ran ¥ 23LY)
U Jlee VL bl 8 L s Lo Jau ol alus g agle ) Lo dasa il) Uyl

[ploes s AT

) shoall o3 ALY Laga (5 )bl Jau of Lide 5 dnaadl 330 olaly Uyl a3
e Uaiud 8 Za Ca gl d s

[l

info@ ) | . . )


http://www.islamiccentre.ie/
mailto:info@islamiccentre.ie

[slamic Centre of Ireland

oAl (e A guSiall ASUEN e o o) Al 33a g Arand) 33a daua b g i

O gl Sl Bla s draad) 330a oo W glidinl cang Gl Ja g 8l (any cllia
o bl eda (il

gLl s e JSdy ala) alady Le Ay 5 dadadll ) g laia) e i )08 o
3yl 5 & Sl 5 Al g il ) s3all ol a5 alaY!
(&) pdadis

Juw o Hedall 83la (e 428 4 (5355 (ala) po dacall 82 ) 22y @
PARAY

83 s daanll 830a olaY DY) K yall g aneall 138 i iy @
iy LS (i i) e gaall /ol ) s ) A0S e x5l 5l
Al il sall 5 (33all 5 s} 2 sa

SSoal 5l Al dasie 1) ol ol A Laa (585 O gy @
At 5aSiall A8y 2oy sl 5l 3Ma 5 Araadl B3l dua B iy el
L) S el el ascall e 33l ) alaai¥) elle G

dalall dalocal) 78 3 ey (5 g5dl) 038 Alin

o3 o8 i Y] e sl il 33a s dreadl B3la s () agdi () agall (e
Gy 2alisal) cadle | a2 lad) AU Cag Hhall A Y) (5 s Y (s sl
Sl 5 aalisall 8 daeall 33la Cailing g (pleaall aalual wis Lalla oLy ol
Lo daall Jlay Jlls )l e (5 5l a2l a3l

2y Ol (e A5 5aSaall ASLEN jue ) Sl 83l g Areal) BDla ) g2t D
o2 Jl ) dmarg dallall 3 5 pall o patsy oLiTLY) \Mu;\y EIN

1..44“\ LAWY s dj).\.\.u BJJ‘};.AS\

info@ ) | . . )


http://www.islamiccentre.ie/
mailto:info@islamiccentre.ie

[slamic Centre of Ireland
[onad Islamach na hEireann

dan ) sA ngl\ <ADUA

3 LS AV U8 e 5 138 Joa sl ) 8 cadlial @l () s 4l agh
13 sl g sl adial ) Y s AY) 4sll Jilae (e 8K 8 Jlall
b dand) 3 aalisall el &5 0 @l e dllie Jsa 1) 3 oLl Calial
Jaxi ¥ 13l ¢l ol 38 8 4 pall al Cuaa Le 4l a6l
BCPTWAPVR L PR PP RS ISR FORN B3 TR L PR ECP PR [P\
JiSh g & laall liiaa ) el s AS el dmaadl o sl (a9 )l 5 (5 Sall gl Ul
(>0l sl

el Al ()5S 4l iy 138 5 MAan ) AaY) AR 1elgdl) (e ,iS
IOV Yl el g ol in) llia Ll ¢ Ll gty (a5l il LA (g
Ay el o Siw ¢ HAY)

agiSay daanll 2 gy selall ¢laly ) sazal ) aa cpdll il o Hlie ) 8 AN ae
By Alaldl 555 juiall Sl Ui adl S g 5lie b el ALl 3 ) et
1A a5 5 Adil) g Ao Laia W) 5 dpiall 20 gall (e (5 ga Lal draall 33l
Y e alel) ae 33all daa s (A S

Aol g il

2020 peole 12 il

b LY 555l

info@ ) | . . )


http://www.islamiccentre.ie/
mailto:info@islamiccentre.ie

